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How to customize player messages

Last Modified on 11/22/2025 11:04 am IST

@ This article is designated for administrators.

About

This guide shows you how to customize text labels that appear in your Kaltura player.
You can update default wording for:

e Error messages
e Live Player status messages (like “Live” or “Broadcast is no longer live”)
e Q&A labels (like “No Questions Yet”)

Use this to match your branding or improve the user experience.

All text edits use the translations section - even if you're just changing text in
English.

Supported text keys

Use these keys according to what type of customization you want - they’re all done in
the same place, under the same translations section in your player’s settings.

Type Key Example

Error messages error “Media unavailable”

Live Player kalturaLive “Broadcast is no longer live”
Q&A gna “No Questions Yet”

Step 1: Access the advanced settings
1. Log in to your KMC and click the Studio tab.
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The Player Studio page displays.

2. Click the player you want to edit from the list (or use the search bar in the top
right).

If you haven't created a player yet, check out our article Create a player for
guidance.

STUDIO  ANALYTICS s CES DASHBOARD + Create

PLAYER STUDIO  UNIVERSALSTUDIO V2 TO V7 TRANSITION TOOL

Customized Players (33)  Default Players (2)

33 Players % Starred Q + Create player

Pl Last30 D i
Name D Last Modified + Creation Date ays (Las omains

days) (Last 30 days)
Q Smart player 56381652 03/11/2025 03/11/2025 0 0
Q new player 53139222 03/11/2025 08/18/2023 0 0
Q Reels test oil 56351222 03/04/2025 03/04/2025 1 1
The player settings display.
< Smartplayer & 56331652 e
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3. Scroll to the bottom of the player settings and click Advanced Settings.
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o Start Playback Muted

Auto Pause

See more

CAPABILITIES

Captions default display o]
Share & Embed

Info

Moderation

Transcript

Summary & chapters

Call to action

Floating

See more

GENERAL

Localization ]
Default player ratio o]

Apply user preferences [ @)

See more /

Q Advanced Settings > E @ 1488 X 837

The Advanced Configuration panel displays.

< Smartplayer & 51652 &
Q <Player Settings

AOVANGED CONFIGURATION
*0 Setup your player through its code editor

Recommended only for advanced player developers. More info

o v "config” : {
~ "plugins” : {
» "kava" : {}
v "kaltura-live" : {
“shouL iveviewers”

false

“pre0fflineEntryld
“preofflineslateurl”
“postofflineentry
“postofflineslateurl” :

v "playlist” : {
“position”

“expandHiode’

“expandonFirstplay” : bool true

v "navigation” :

“position”
“expandtiode’
“expandonFirstpla

“position”

“bottom-right”

I

“playkit-js-document -player” : {
“downloadDisabled” : scol true

“uiManagers” : {}
“timeline” : {} 0 ite
“kalturaCuepoints” : {}

}

~ “playback’
“autoplay

Q “preload

ot an

B0 e x[ew e .

Step 2: Add the Translations section

1. In the Advanced Settings tab, hover over ui then click the green + icon.
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"volume™ : float 8.5
"audioLanguage" : string "en"
"inBrowserFullscreen" : bool true

}
» "provider" : {}
v ruit o { 1 item Q@
¥ "components"p; { [+ X x]
O

¥ "seekbar

2. In the Key Name box, enter translations and click the green checkmark.

< Player Settings

o

ADVANCED COMFIGURATION
++ Set up yvour player through its code editor
' Recommended only for advanced player developers. More info
oA * "config” : {
e

b "plugins” : {...}
F "playback”™ : {...}
» “provider™ : {}
= St o1
b "components” : {}

H
L o el R
"disableUserCache” : bool false

b "viewability" : {...}

You'll see the new setting listed.

3. Hover over translations and click the green pencil icon.
A box containing a null value displays.

"config.ui.components.seekbar.thumbsSprite

null 09

(]
;| NULL

4. Replace null with curly brackets {}, then click the secondary green checkmark.

* "uiv o { o0
b "components” : {}
"translations”™ :
o oo N
{...}o
h

5. Click the + icon next to "translations" to add your language code (for example, en
for English).
6. Enter the Key Name en and click the green checkmark.
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7. Click the pencil icon next to en, replace null with curly brackets {} and click the
secondary green checkmark to save it.

v ruit s
b "components” : {}
* "translations” : { [+ X x]
ren” i ) oo K
{...}s
h

Step 3: Add the text type

Choose which type you want to add:

e To customize error messages, add Key Name error.

e To customize live player text, add a Key Name kalturaLive.
e To customize Q&A, add a Key Name gna.

1. Click the + icon next to the object (in our example, the object is en), enter the Key
Name (in our example it's error), and click the green checkmark.

* "config” : {

b "plugin

b "playbag

b “"provid

* "ui” o {
b "components" : {}
* "translations” : {

P "en” @ {}

¥

b

2. Click the pencil icon next to error (or whichever type you added) replace null with
curly brackets {}, and click the secondary green checkmark.

* "ui”
b "components” : {}
* "translations™ : {
> "en” : {
“error" :
o wo
{-v:10
b
¥
b

Step 4: Add your custom text

Copyright © 2025 Kaltura Inc. All Rights Reserved. Designated trademarks and brands are the property of their respective owners. Use of this document
constitutes acceptance of the Kaltura Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.



= kaltura

Under your new key (error, kalturalLive, or gna), click + and add the text labels you
want to change.

Examples:

Error messages

"error": {

"default_error_title": "Oops! Something went wrong",
"network_error_title": "Network issue",
"network_error_message": "Please check your connection."

Live player

"kalturaLive": {
"live": "Live Now",
"no_longer_live": "Broadcast has ended",
"offline": "Offline",

"offline_body": "This event hasn’t started yet",
"offline_title": "Coming Soon",
"preview": "Preview Mode"

Q&A

llqnall: {
"empty_questions": "No questions yet",
"type_question": "Ask your question here"

}

Example of adding an error message

1. Click + next to error, enter the desired name of the error message you want to

customize, (for example: ip_restricted_error_message), and click the green
checkmark.

* "config” : {
» “plugin

Key Hame:

estricted_error_messagl

b "playbad
» "provid
* "ui” o {
b "components” : {}
* "translations”™ : {
> "en" : {
b "error” : {}

2. Select the pencil icon next to that error name, replace null with your custom error
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message, and click the green checkmark. Go to Supported error messages to see
the options.

In this example, we have customized the error message
"ip_restricted_error_message".

- fuit o f
» “components” : {}
* "translations” : {
- "en” @ {
> "error” : {
"ip_restricted_error_message"
i [Hellot This is a /JOQ

custom message!|

} X

b "provider” : {}
A TH R {
» “components” : {}
* “translations™ : {
> "en” @ {
* "error” @ {
"ip_restricted_error_message"”

tring "Hello! This is a custom
message!”

"media_unavailable_error_title
string "Heyyyy this is a custom
title )"

¥

}

¥
H

customized error message

3. Repeat if needed to add more custom messages.

Example of Live message
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b "provider” : {}
v rui® o {
~ “cosponents” : {

kaltura

< Livestream Test Player #' ss7s0:32

!

» =airplay” : (}
o] » "uiManagers” : {}

» “tiseline” : {}

» "kalturaCuepoints” : {}

+
+. }
¥ "playback” : {
.a "autoplay® : beol true
e
“preload” : st “auto”
“textLanguage” : string “auto”
“captionsDisplay” : false

* "logo™ : {
“ing"

s://cfvod.kaltura.com/p/16744

“text" : string "NYU Logo™

* "userTheme" : {
v "colors” : {
“primary” : string "#8900el1”
}
}
* “translations” : {
¥ “en" : {
v "kalturalive” : {
"live" : string "Live"
"no_longer_live” :
g "Broadcast is no longer

"offline_body" :
% "This Event is Not Yet

¥ "textTrackDisplaySetting™ : {
~align™ : string "default”

omized live messages

Save and test

Click Save at the top right of the player settings.

< Smartplayer ¢ sessi652

+

.
ae

e Test your changes by playing your video or opening the Q&A or Live Player.

~ "navigation™
"position”
“expandMode” :
"expandOnFirstPlay” : tool false

"ivq" : {}
“playkit-js-hotspots” : {}

i

“pIP
ring "bottom-right"

~ "playkit-js-document-player” : {
“downloadDisabled” : ool true

“timeline” : {}

e

» "uiManagers” : {}

»

» "kalturaCuepoints” : {}

«

"captionsDisplay”
~ "playbackRates” : [
6 : float 0.5

1.2
2 1.5
1
}
» "provider” : {}
v uit s
» "components” : {}
¥
v "text” : {
~ "textTrackbisplaySetting” : {
“align” : string "default”
) P 5 @@ oroo/0202
}

Demo video

~ "externals” : { EBlo 0 x e

~ "playkit-image-player” : {

o For errors: try to trigger the error.
o For live: check a live session.
o For Q&A: open the Q&A area in the player.
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Heyyyy this is a custom title :)

Hello! This is a custom message!

Try again

3

error message

Supported error messages

This is just a full list for reference - don't paste it all. Pick the keys you want to change
and add only those in your player config.
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ui
translations : {
en: {
error : {
default_error_title: "Something went wrong",
default_error_message: "An error occurred, please try again later.",
network_error_title: "There’s a problem with your network",
network_error_message: "Please check your network connection and try again.",
media_unavailable_error_title: "Media unavailable",
media_unavailable_error_message: "This media has been restricted. Please obtain relevant permissions to access
content.",
text_error_title: "Text stream error"”,
text_error_message: "Text stream error occurred",
media_error_title: "Media stream error",
media_error_message: "One or more media streams have failed.",
manifest_error_title: "Play manifest error",
manifest_error_message: "Error processing the play manifest.",
streaming_error_title: "Cannot load stream",
streaming_error_message: "A streaming protocol error occurred.",
drm_error_message: "You don’t have permissions to view this media.",
media_not_ready_error_title: "Media is being processed",
media_not_ready_error_message: "Media is processing, check back soon.",
geo_location_error_title: "Geo location unavailable",
geo_location_error_message: "This content is unavailable in your region.",
ip_restricted_error_message: "This media has been restricted to certain IP addresses.",
default_session_text: "Copy for customer care: session ID",
retry: "Try again",

Demo

Click here for the test page.
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